
SDMS Document ID

2032323
DAILY INTERLAKE
KALISPELL, MT 59904
MON.-FR1..14.291 SUN.,16,136

FEB I 4 2002
SUPERIOR CUPPING SERVICE

GLENDIVE, MT 406-365-6612

new

the Inter Late

^^LffiBy — Lincohi -County government is
•'!• heafleojioward managing $2.75 million u
• ;ihtend^[;to meet-healtiiTcare needs of.vic-i;
: tnrSripf asbestos-related disease .'. u

'5= '̂ o6al Pfiicials, health-care providers and
' !Tasbestogmctims advocates had initially rj
i^ou^hfcthe county was not eligible to1 d

ji-r^ceiye 0ie settlement money. Therefore dis-
Vcfissiaira^were focused ;on forming a nonpnef-
iCitcopxnation to manage the money. 4
> ?'Bu$-in''-a telephone conference on Friday;
'iEnyirPiimental Protection Agency attorney
;CMaphewCohn said thei county may be able x
^'toitalcejlhe money after all. u '

"Right now, Iden't see a barrier to the j
county participating in this," Cohn said. •<

W.R. Grace & Co. will provide the money
for health care to settle an access dispute ^
with the federal agency/The settlement says
a local nonprofit entity must be approved by
'Gr^c^yid the U.S.'Department^of Jtis'UceJp
~^^^~^emoney. •'•';-•-.-' • -;" •'-••^•>

:-
i^

"Thrmoney is
needs riot met by Grace's existing medical
plan. Those include tests for people
exposed to asbestos — but not diagnosed ;
with any asbestos-related disease— aind v
long-term nursing home care for ̂ asbestos
.-victims. ' '•>-• ' L » ; - . . . ';•: : I

The Lincoln Ck?unty Community Healthv
Center had been under consideration, to g
manage the money, but its bozgrd declined
the offer last wiiek. Other.ppsSibilities .';'.:*•
includedvan asbestos ylcfims group and a L
reorganized version of theiho^itaTsiCehter
jFor Asbestos Related Disease/** a ;cqmple<5e-
jy new board of people.Tepresentingiyafious

f'interests: -yl>.- / * 'j _/- • , - . : — H ; - - - -.
V". The settlement has been approyed:b,y a -v
"bankruptcy court and is;ready tgibe.. i, i;^

I, - returned -to a federal juî e!:m ifissoulaIfo^
'; his signature. The judge's sferiafure rstartspa

lO^ay tiitneline during which a nonprofit
entity must :cbme forward 'to accept the4 m&i-

;ey/'•. - * • • ; i^v-j•••• . - : •'r'^V^.j^v----2'
•The Justice Department probably will 3

delay submitting the paperwork to the judge
to allow local officials to get organized,tq<%n
said, but may not want to delay the prdcesi
for too long. •

"I toow they are willing to wait," he said.
'"The:questipn is, how.lqng?" ^
.... County.Commissioner JohtiXonzeri^did
-Gohn;5ihe county might-be'the best choice to

1 in1ariage;the:'money..; "'• "'^: '•.•'..,. ;. I
Tfiatmay be flie^iest and most ̂ pplica-

1 :;; ̂ private nonprofit;;cpi5»fation might be
! -th^b^t choice in.theipng-run, but for nipw
':•':- tlie money should go to ffie cpunty?" said •*
i county health officer Dr; Brad Black.

-We're going to need some mechanism,^
p he said. "J think the cbunty>in^y be the-best
; ; to bring the community-tpgeffier to figure 2
i^o^hp^tod^bursefurids^ :^ . - ̂
': Asliestos Victims advocate Gayla Benefield
:; agreed that allowing &e county to take the

inpney would be preferable tp tryujg^tp^prga-
1 nize a new board pn short naifc&:-- ••- iff**'''' '•$

"It taltes care of/aisreat,
she said. V, '^.f^.
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